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Report details
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Issue status:			Business as usual
Written by:			Matt Taylor
Director responsible:	Marie-Louise Fox
Presented by:		Marie-Louise Fox
Contact details:		taylorma@slab.org.uk
Delivery of Strategic Objectives
1 – Administration: Our timely, clear, and consistent decisions on legal aid applications and accounts deliver a positive customer experience.	
4 – Shaping: Our insightful, evidence-based and outcome-focused advice to Ministers supports their decision-making on the future of legal aid and SLAB.

Link to Board or Committee remit:	
This information enables the Board to understand the environment that the organisation is operating in. It influences strategic direction and is a key element of oversight.
Link to Risk Management:			
Our analysis of trends is a mitigation for our corporate risks:
· Risk 7: If there are changes in national legislation/policy or procedures (within Justice sector or others with impact) impacting on volume/service delivery then our resources may be diverted from our planned activity leading to service or delivery failings 
· Risk 8: If we do not effectively influence the direction of legal aid reform, it may result in a reformed system that fails to deliver improved outcomes for system users or places excessive or unworkable operational burdens on us.
Publication of the paper:			
The Board has previously agreed that this paper should be published as a matter of course. It will be published on our website with the other relevant papers from this meeting.	
Executive Summary:			
Criminal cases granted have seen a large increase in summary complaint ABWOR and a smaller increase in full summary legal aid. Solemn grant volumes have decreased by 6%. These patterns are consistent with the shape of changes shown in data published by the SCTS.
In civil there have been mostly small changes although grants of A&A and ABWOR for immigration & asylum cases have risen substantially, by 29%. This increase is also consistent with published figures.
The total gross judicare expenditure has increased by 15% in the past 12 months to £160 million.
The main components of the increase were a 36% increase in crim ABWOR payments and a 25% increase in the cost of solemn payments.	
Previous Consideration 
Meeting:	February 2024
Details: 	Criminal volumes were seeing a shift from summary legal aid to ABWOR. Solemn
                              volumes were rising. In civil Mental health, Immigration & Asylum and AWI continued to
                              grow whereas family volumes were continuing to decline.
[bookmark: _Toc177553653]Report
[bookmark: _Toc177553654]Introduction
The presentation of trends information has been revised to present a longer-term perspective of trends for SLAB. The new structure begins with a tabular overview of all the key trends in cases granted based on the comparison of the most recent 12 months of data with the previous 12 months and with a longer term comparison.
The larger changes are examined in more detail in the subsequent drilldown sections.
In the Key Changes, for the last year change, large increases are highlighted with red shading and large decreases are highlighted with blue shading.
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	[bookmark: _Toc177553655]Key Case Volume Trends of Grants
	Drilldown Analysis Table of Contents

		
	12 months to:
	Change from:

	Grants of legal assistance
	23-08
	24-08
	last year
	2019

	Civil
	
	
	
	

	A&A - AWI
	2,600
	2,600
	0%
	2%

	A&A - Family
	15,500
	14,500
	-6%
	-35%

	A&A - Non-family
	8,700
	8,400
	-3%
	-54%

	A&A sub-total
	26,800
	25,500
	-5%
	-41%

	A&A - IMN/ASY
	13,300
	17,200
	29%
	34%

	A&A - MENO
	3,900
	3,800
	-2%
	8%

	CLA - Family
	6,400
	6,300
	-1%
	-20%

	CLA - AWI
	6,200
	6,600
	6%
	26%

	CLA - Non-family
	1,000
	1,000
	5%
	-45%

	CLA - Total
	13,500
	13,900
	3%
	-7%

	
	
	
	
	

	Criminal
	
	
	
	

	Police stn A&A
	12,100
	12,100
	0%
	-14%

	A&A
	5,000
	5,100
	1%
	-42%

	sc ABWOR
	16,100
	19,400
	20%
	14%

	oth ABWOR
	7,900
	8,200
	4%
	-15%

	Summary
	36,300
	39,100
	8%
	-4%

	Summ (ABWOR + Legal aid)
	52,500
	58,500
	11%
	1%

	Solemn
	12,400
	11,700
	-6%
	5%

	Leave to appeal
	800
	900
	4%
	-27%

	Full appeals
	300
	300
	1%
	-27%

	
	
	
	
	

	Children's
	
	
	
	

	Children's A&A
	1,500
	1,600
	4%
	-41%

	Children's ABWOR
	5,000
	4,700
	-6%
	-20%

	Sheriff Court
	1,500
	1,400
	-2%
	-40%



Note
Case grant volumes are rounded to the nearest 100 cases.
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[bookmark: _Toc177553656]Civil Legal Assistance
There are clear changes in the provision of civil legal assistance in recent years. Movement in volumes of case types can occur for a variety of reasons: 
· Changes in policy by public bodies or new legislation – for example, the moratorium on evictions or changes to the criminal law that provide more powers to the police in domestic abuse situations, therefore reducing the need for civil protection orders. 
· Changes in need - There isn’t detailed information available publicly about level of need. We have suggested to the Government that work is done on a civil justice survey and they are considering that. The 2021-22 Scottish Criminal Justice Survey (which included a very small section on civil) estimates that around three-in-ten (28%) adults in Scotland experienced at least one civil law problem in the previous three years. This is in line with the proportions who experienced such problems in previous years. The problem areas covered are home or family living arrangement; money, finances or anything paid for; unfair treatment; health and wellbeing.
· Changes in demand - There is also no current, central information on level of demand. The trends in family cases initiated in the sheriff court show a downward trend for the last decade. Evictions have shown increases since the moratorium during the pandemic.
· Changes in service provision/solicitor decisions - We are not receiving feedback from the courts about increases in unrepresented parties. However, we do receive feedback from applicants about difficulties in finding a solicitor. We know there is an increased concentration in the market, with solicitors specialising in particular subjects and a smaller cohort of solicitors doing a larger proportion of cases funded by legal aid. 

Action we are taking
· As a result of the changes in volume and the general discourse about the availability of solicitors doing legal aid work, we are doing a substantial piece of analysis work to assess the extent of provision of legal aid across the country, including volume of applications and active solicitors – analysing by geography, including the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation and case category. We want to find out where applicants and their solicitors are located. Covid-19 changed in the way in which legal services are delivered; with many solicitors providing services remotely. This presents opportunities as well as challenges and is important for us, the Scottish Government and the wider sector to find out more about the way in which services are being delivered. We will report to the Board on civil legal assistance later this year. We will also be doing the same for children’s and criminal legal assistance.  
· In 2023-24, we started a scheme between Scottish Women’s Aid and our Civil Legal Assistance Office (CLAO) to provide them with a service to match their clients with solicitors. This is a national project and takes referrals from SWA offices; helps them narrate information about the client’s problem; and offers the case to 10 solicitors at a time, to choose whether they want to take on the case. This has now operated for a year and will continue. We have been able to successfully refer to a solicitor in over two-thirds of cases.
· UK data from the Ministry of Justice helps explain the large increase we are seeing in immigration & asylum cases. But for large areas of civil legal assistance we don’t have ready access to such data, hence we are undertaking more detailed analysis of our own data.

[bookmark: _Toc177553657]Civil A&A including ABWOR
	[bookmark: _Toc177553658]A&A Family and A&A AWI

A&A Family cases have declined 6% from the previous 12 month period studied.

The level is now 35% below the 2019 calendar year (pre-pandemic).

A&A AWI (Adults with incapacity) cases are unchanged at 2,600 per 12 month period.
	

	
Within Family A&A most subject matters show sizeable decreases on last year and on 2019.

Two subject matters, Residence and Family/matrimonial - other, show slight increases on the previous 12 months and these two have the smallest decrease on 2019.


		
	12 months to:
	Change from:

	
	Aug-23
	Aug-24
	last year
	2019

	Family - total
	15500
	14500
	-6%
	-35%

	Aliment/Child Support
	                60 
	                50 
	-14%
	-71%

	Contact/parentage
	        7,400 
	        7,000 
	-6%
	-35%

	Divorce
	        2,100 
	        1,900 
	-11%
	-35%

	Family/matrimonial - other
	       1,800 
	        1,800 
	1%
	-17%

	Property/monetary
	       160 
	        140 
	-13%
	-39%

	Protective order
	       1,000 
	         900 
	-10%
	-55%

	Residence
	        1,900 
	        2,000 
	2%
	-21%

	Separation
	        1,000 
	       800 
	-19%
	-51%





	[bookmark: _Toc177553659]Immigration & asylum (A&A – IMN/ASY)

These cases constitute the largest single subject matter within civil A&A. They make up over half the total cost of civil A&A.  

The subject has seen a large increase of 29% in the past 12 months compared with the previous period, likely to be as a consequence of Home Office policy to clear the backlog of undecided asylum applications.

Their level is now 34% above that seen in 2019.

The latest UK quarterly statistics for the First-tier Tribunal Immigration and Asylum Chamber (FTTIAC) covering the period January to March 2024 were published 13 June 2024. Overall appeals lodged in the First-tier Tribunal increased by 57% compared to the same period in 2023, and by 53% for the 2023-24 year as a whole.

In the same period, the open caseload increased by 65% (to 50,000).

Asylum/Protection (AP) receipts increased by 330% (to 10,000), stemming from the Home Office tackling its legacy asylum decision backlog.

	

	[bookmark: _Toc177553660]Mental health (A&A – MENO) 

The past 12 months saw a small 2% drop in the number of mental health cases intimated to SLAB.

Their level now is 8% above that seen in 2019.


	

	[bookmark: _Toc177553661]Non-family A&A  (excluding family, AWI, IMN/ASY and MENO)

Case numbers are down 3% on the previous 12 months and they are down 54% since 2019.  

There was a large decrease with the pandemic in 2020 and levels have declined slightly since.
	


	
Within Non-family A&A the 11 largest subject matters, those with more than 100 cases in 12  months, constitute 95% of all civil non-family cases.

Non-family A&A as a whole shows a 3% decrease on the 12 months to Aug-23.

But a number of the largest subject matters are showing increases:
· Housing up 35%
· Power of attorney up 12%
· Recovery of heritable property up 8% 
· Judicial reviews up 11%.
		
	12 months to:
	Change from:

	
	Aug-23
	Aug-24
	last year
	2019

	Non-family - total
	         8,700 
	         8,400 
	-3%
	-54%

	Housing
	         1,100 
	         1,500 
	35%
	-37%

	State benefit
	         1,700 
	         1,400 
	-21%
	-69%

	Power of attorney
	             930 
	         1,040 
	12%
	-34%

	Recovery of heritable property
	             830 
	             900 
	8%
	-55%

	Judicial review
	             810 
	             890 
	11%
	7%

	Other
	             960 
	             720 
	-24%
	-56%

	Hire purchase/debt
	             440 
	             430 
	0%
	-67%

	Wills/executry
	             420 
	             360 
	-14%
	-60%

	Reparation
	             360 
	             280 
	-22%
	-70%

	Complaints about professional bodies
	             330 
	             250 
	-26%
	-38%

	Medical negligence
	             220 
	             240 
	
9%
	
-32%





[bookmark: _Toc177553662]Civil Legal Aid
	[bookmark: _Toc177553663]Family 

Grants of civil legal aid cases fell in 2020, recovered in 2021 but then fell further in 2022 and 2023.

In the past 12 months their level has declined a further 1%.

They are now down 20% compared with 2019.
	

	Of the subject matters within Family the two largest of Contact/parentage and Divorce/separation show small falls on the previous 12 months and large falls on 2019.

Family/matrimonial – other, Residence and Appeals – family show increases on the previous 12 months. 

The remaining two subjects of Property/monetary and Protective order show the largest falls on last year and on 2019.
		
	12 months to:
	Change from:

	Subject
	Aug-23
	Aug-24
	last year
	2019

	Family-total
	6,400
	6,300
	-1%
	-20%

	Appeals - family
	28
	36
	29%
	-18%

	Contact/parentage
	2,200
	2,100
	-3%
	-30%

	Divorce/separation
	1,400
	1,300
	-6%
	-22%

	Family/matrimonial - other
	1,100
	1,200
	7%
	16%

	Property/monetary
	200
	100
	-18%
	-42%

	Protective order
	200
	200
	-17%
	-44%

	Residence
	1,300
	1,400
	4%
	-15%




	[bookmark: _Toc177553664]Adults with incapacity (AWI) cases 
have been rising steadily, 6% last year, and are now 26% above their level in 2019. 

The number of grants in relation to AWI are now 5% more than for family cases as a whole. 
	

	
Non-family cases have continued their slow increase since the dip of the pandemic, up 5%, but remain 45% below their level in 2019.










[bookmark: _Toc177553665]Housing/recovery of heritable property[footnoteRef:2], which constitutes almost half of all non-family (also excluding AWI cases), grew by 7%. [2:  This includes judicial review of housing cases.] 


The increase in housing and related judicial review cases is related to the difficulties in local authority housing, with many councils unable to meet their homelessness duties. 

The increases here mirror those in civil A&A non-family.
	

Subject analysis:
	
	12 months to:
	Change from:

	Subject
	Aug-23
	Aug-24
	last year
	2019

	Non-family total
	1,000
	1,000
	5%
	-45%

	Appeals - other
	34
	40
	18%
	-55%

	Breach of contract
	12
	8
	-33%
	-11%

	Debt
	29
	41
	41%
	-35%

	Discrimination
	8
	3
	-63%
	-67%

	Fatal accident inquiries
	17
	13
	-24%
	8%

	Housing/recovery of heritable property
	450
	480
	7%
	-39%

	Immigration and asylum
	150
	120
	-22%
	-52%

	Judicial review
	80
	100
	18%
	34%

	Medical negligence
	30
	40
	25%
	-44%

	Other
	110
	140
	19%
	-65%

	Reparation
	40
	40
	6%
	-65%







[bookmark: _Toc177553666]

Criminal Legal Assistance
	[bookmark: _Toc177553667]Criminal A&A

Recent years have seen volumes decrease considerably in criminal A&A.

A significant part of this decrease is the almost complete disappearance of cases to do with Means enquiries/fines.

However the most recent 12 months shows a 1% increase in criminal A&A to just over 5,000.

	

	[bookmark: _Toc177553668]ABWOR Summary case volumes declined for each of the years from 2019 to 2022, but they recovered strongly in 2023 and 2024.

They increased 20% in the past 12 months to 19,400 and this level is 14% above that of 2019. 

This increase is due to the success & expansion of the SCTS summary case management pilots which encourage appropriate guilty pleas at the earliest opportunity, with many cases continued without pleas at the outset to facilitate early disclosure and negotiation of pleas. The consequence for legal aid is that some cases (and therefore volumes) will move from summary legal aid to ABWOR. 

Where the continuation process does not result in a plea, some of these cases will see a subsequent application for legal aid (although only one fixed fee will be paid). Nevertheless, the picture so far is very encouraging.

This is supported by information from the CJBMI system showing the percentage of accused pleading guilty at first calling is at a high point for recent years:
	Month 
	Guilty plea rate

	August 2024
	24.5%

	July 2024
	24.2%

	July 2023
	21.3%

	July 2022
	23.5%

	July 2021
	21.3%



There may be other reasons for a higher pleading rate, for example if a higher proportion of less serious crimes are being resolved, where defendants are more likely to plead guilty.

	

	[bookmark: _Toc177553669]Summary legal aid
Grants of summary legal aid cases are up 8% in the 12 months to August 2024.  

They are now just 4% below their 2019 level.


	

	[bookmark: _Toc177553670]Summary (legal aid + ABWOR) cases
The combined number of grants for summary legal aid plus summary complaint ABWOR is 58,500.

This is 11% higher than in the previous 12 months and 1% higher than that in 2019.

	

	[bookmark: _Toc177553671]Sheriff Summary Complaints registered - SCTS
Data from SCTS for complaints registered in the sheriff summary courts show a similar pattern. The total number registered in 2023-24 was 65,400 – this was 14% higher than the previous year and is level with that seen in 2019-20.

The latest published monthly data from SCTS is to July 2024. The 12 month total to July 2024 is 66,100.

The increased early resolution of summary cases through more guilty pleas, as described above, should be allowing a greater throughput by SCTS of summary cases.

Note: Not all court complaints result in legal aid cases as applicants have to be eligible under the means test.
	

	[bookmark: _Toc177553672]Solemn legal aid 
Grant volumes decreased 6% in the 12 months to August 2024 to a level of 11,700.

This remained 5% above the level in 2019 of 11,200.


	

	[bookmark: _Toc177553673]Solemn cases registered - SCTS
Solemn cases registered by the SCTS consist of High Court indictments and Sheriff solemn petitions.

They show a very similar pattern to SLAB solemn grant volumes.

The number of solemn cases registered by the SCTS fell by 6%, to 11,900, in the 12 months to July 2024.

This level is still 10% above the 10,800 seen in 2019-20.
	


[bookmark: _Toc177553674]
Solemn cases location analysis
The rise and fall in solemn volumes have not been uniform across the country as:  
· nationally, firms will be having different experiences because there have been peaks in solemn grants in different areas at different times, and this may contribute to differences in how firms may feel and therefore react and comment about legal aid and the fee changes
· there has been a consistent justice system narrative about high levels of solemn business, but it is important to recognise that not all areas and firms will experience this consistently and therefore messaging about this can be tailored accordingly.
Looking at the 20 busiest[footnoteRef:3] locations in the table below, it shows that Glasgow (GLA) peaked in the 12 months to August 2022 at 2688. Edinburgh peaked back in the 12 months to August 2020 and so on. The red shading in the image below intensifies at the peak for each location. The schematic on the right also indicates where the highs and lows are for each location. [3:  added together they constitute 93% of all solemn cases] 

Very few locations are showing increases to the most recent period – other than Kilmarnock (KIL) at 536, Livingston (LIV) at 389 and then the smaller locations of Peterhead (PHD) and Forfar (FOR). Whereas Glasgow and Edinburgh are decreasing in solemn and have been for some years.
The national picture averages all these different changes and potentially masks them. When the local picture is examined, we see that some drops have been around for a while, so a national drop is less of a surprise – it is more that the balance has tilted between the areas decreasing and the areas increasing.
[image: ]

[bookmark: _Toc177553675]Children’s Legal Assistance
	[bookmark: _Toc177553676]Children’s A&A 
Cases decreased each year to the 12 months to August 2023 – but they have increased 4% to the most recent period.

They are down 41% since 2019.

Children’s legal assistance volumes are directly related to the numbers of children’s hearings taking place. The volume of hearings is in turn related to the number of Compulsory Supervision Orders (CSOs) being made or reviewed.

At 31 March 2024, 6,490 children were subject to Compulsory Supervision Orders. The number of children subject to Compulsory Supervision Orders has decreased for a fourteenth consecutive year. The 6,490 children are 299 fewer than the prior year-end, a decrease of 4.4%. [SCRA]
	

	[bookmark: _Toc177553677]Children’s ABWOR 

Cases decreased 6% in the past 12 months to 4,700 and they are 20% down on their level (5900) of 2019.
		

	[bookmark: _Toc177553678]Children’s Sheriff Court 
Cases have been declining steadily for the past five years.

Grants were down 2% to 1400 in the recent 12 months, and they are down 40% since 2019 when they were 2400.

	






[bookmark: _Toc177553679]Key Payment Trends
[bookmark: _Toc177553680]Totals Paid 
	Fund
payment
changes
	£million
	% change
	Change £million

	
	2019
	to Aug23
	to Aug24
	1 yr change
	Change from 2019
	1 yr change
	Change from 2019

	Civil AA/ABWOR
	20
	22
	24
	9%
	15%
	£2.0
	£3.1

	Civil LA
	31
	35
	38
	9%
	23%
	£3.0
	£7

	TOTAL Civil
	51
	57
	62
	9%
	20%
	£5.0
	£10

	Criminal AA/CJA/Duty
	2.7
	2.1
	2.3
	11%
	-14%
	£0.2
	-£0.4

	Criminal ABWOR
	11
	10
	14
	36%
	30%
	£3.8
	£3.3

	Criminal Summary
	24
	26
	27
	6%
	16%
	£1.5
	£3.8

	Criminal Solemn including court
	33
	39
	48
	25%
	49%
	£10
	£16

	Criminal Appeals
	1.3
	.8
	.9
	18%
	-29%
	£0.1
	-£0.4

	TOTAL Criminal
	71
	78
	94
	20%
	31%
	£16
	£22

	Child A&A/ABWOR
	2.6
	2.6
	2.6
	3%
	2%
	£0.1
	£0.1

	Child Court
	2.7
	2.7
	2.7
	1%
	-1%
	£0.0
	£0.0

	TOTAL Child
	5.3
	5.2
	5.3
	2%
	0%
	£0.1
	£0.0

	ALL TOTAL
	£128
	£140
	£160
	15%
	25%
	£21
	£33


[bookmark: _Hlk177553295]
Total fund gross judicare expenditure has increased by 15% in the past 12 months (not financial year reporting) to £160 million, up from £140 million in the 12 months to August 2023. This is £33 million (25%) higher than in 2019 calendar year. The largest component is a £10 million increase in the spend on solemn/court grants. Second largest is a £3.8 million increase in the spend on criminal ABWOR.
This change is due to the combined effect of three main factors:
1. the various fee increases we have seen in recent years, 
2. the recent increases in case volumes paid, and
3. the increasing use of interim fees.

All fees, across all aid types, were uprated in 2019 (3%), and 2021 (5%) and a further 5% came into effect in April 2022. Most recently fees were increased again in April 2023 by approximately 10.2%. The compounded effect of these increases is just over 25%.
The fee changes apply to work done on or after the date the fees changed. Depending on case durations, payments lag legal aid grant dates by months and years. So the total inflation from these increases will not all have been seen yet. If there had not been increases in the fee rates then the totals paid would have changed more in line with the changes in the number of cases paid. Although, the use of interim accounts is changing this. In the 12 months to August 2024, 24% of the value of solemn payments related to cases granted in the 12 months prior to the payment. In the 12 months to August 2023, it was 19%.
More cases being paid more closely to their grant date will be due to a number of reasons including cases progressing more quickly through the courts system; through the increased use of interim accounts and internally through more efficient assessment and payment of accounts. And for the increasing use of interim fees, for example, solemn payments increased by £9.7 million in the past 12 months. £1.2 million of that increase came from a 49% increase in the value of interim accounts paid.  

[bookmark: _Toc177553681]PTO

Cases Paid
· Most aid types are showing an increase in the number of cases paid for the past 12 months with criminal ABWOR being the largest at 20%. 
· But the number of cases paid, across almost all aid types, is down on 2019. Only the solemn aid type shows an increase on 2019.

	Fund
payment
changes
	Num of cases paid
	% change
	Change number

	
	2019
	to Aug23
	to Aug24
	1 yr change
	Change from 2019
	1 yr change
	Change from 2019

	Civil AA/ABWOR
	49,000
	30,000
	32,000
	6%
	-35%
	2,000
	-17,000

	Civil LA
	13,000
	12,000
	12,000
	6%
	-3%
	700
	-400

	TOTAL Civil
	62,000
	42,000
	44,000
	6%
	-29%
	3,000
	-18,000

	Criminal AA/CJA
	23,000
	16,000
	17,000
	3%
	-24%
	1,000
	-6,000

	Criminal ABWOR
	24,000
	19,000
	22,000
	20%
	-6%
	4,000
	-1,000

	Criminal Summary
	38,000
	34,000
	35,000
	3%
	-9%
	1,000
	-3,000

	Criminal Solemn
	12,000
	12,000
	14,000
	11%
	17%
	1,000
	2,000

	Criminal Appeals
	1,000
	600
	700
	18%
	-33%
	100
	-300

	TOTAL Criminal
	98,000
	82,000
	89,000
	8%
	-9%
	7,000
	-9,000

	Child A&A/ABWOR
	7,000
	5,400
	5,300
	-3%
	-25%
	-100
	-1,700

	Child Sheriff
	2,300
	1,400
	1,400
	1%
	-36%
	0
	-800

	TOTAL Child
	9,000
	7,000
	7,000
	-2%
	-28%
	0
	-3,000

	ALL TOTAL
	169,000
	131,000
	140,000
	7%
	-17%
	9,000
	-29,000



Notes
1. The figures in this management report are draft figures.  
2. Figures for applications and grants do include PDSO, CLAO & SCL.  But the payments do not include payments for block-allocated funding such as CLAO, PDSO or grant funding.  
Glossary
CJBMI – Criminal Justice Board Management Information.


[bookmark: _Toc177553682]Governance links 
Any relevant information linked to key heads of corporate governance.
1. Finance and resources 			
N/A.
2. Risk	
· Risk 7: If there are changes in national legislation/policy or procedures (within Justice sector or others with impact) impacting on volume/service delivery then our resources may be diverted from our planned activity leading to service or delivery failings 
· Risk 8: If we do not effectively influence the direction of legal aid reform, it may result in a reformed system that fails to deliver improved outcomes for system users or places excessive or unworkable operational burdens on us.
3. Legal and compliance
N/A.
4. Performance
The paper provides a context within which performance information can be assessed. Some of the analysis supports and extends on points within the Performance paper.  
5. Equalities impact
N/A.
6. Privacy impact and data protection
N/A.
7. Communications and engagement
This paper has been agreed for publication. Trends issues for external or internal communication are considered as appropriate.
[bookmark: _Toc177553683]Conclusion and next steps 
N/A.
[bookmark: _Toc177553684]Appendix and/or further reading links
N/A.

A&A Family Cases

A	&	A - Family	Aug-20	Aug-21	Aug-22	Aug-23	Aug-24	20385	20503	16490	15506	14539	12 month period to:




Immigration/asylum A&A cases

A	&	A - IMN/ASY	Aug-20	Aug-21	Aug-22	Aug-23	Aug-24	10979	11064	11877	13318	17243	12 month period to:




Mental Health A&A cases

A	&	A - MENO	Aug-20	Aug-21	Aug-22	Aug-23	Aug-24	3447	3680	3603	3859	3781	12 month period to:




A&A Non-family Cases

A	&	A - Non-family	Aug-20	Aug-21	Aug-22	Aug-23	Aug-24	13155	9555	9210	8683	8408	


Civil Legal Aid Family Grants

CLA - Family	Aug-20	Aug-21	Aug-22	Aug-23	Aug-24	7130	7847	6979	6359	6286	12 month period to:




Adults with Incapacity Grants

CLA - AWI	Aug-20	Aug-21	Aug-22	Aug-23	Aug-24	4035	4875	5544	6203	6585	12 month period to:




Civil Legal Aid Non-family Grants

CLA - Non-family	Aug-20	Aug-21	Aug-22	Aug-23	Aug-24	1654	845	847	960	1009	12 month period to:




Criminal A&A Intimations

A	&	A	Aug-20	Aug-21	Aug-22	Aug-23	Aug-24	7938	7475	5681	4994	5067	12 month period to:




Criminal A&A Intimations

sc ABWOR	Aug-20	Aug-21	Aug-22	Aug-23	Aug-24	15531	15796	13808	16132	19366	12 month period to:




Summary cases

Summary	Aug-20	Aug-21	Aug-22	Aug-23	Aug-24	33501	40255	36429	36320	39095	12 month period to:




Summary (legal aid and ABWOR) cases

Summ (ABWOR + Legal aid)	Aug-20	Aug-21	Aug-22	Aug-23	Aug-24	49032	56051	50237	52452	58461	12 month period to:




Sheriff Summary Complaints registered - SCTS

Mixed series	2019/20	Jul-21	Jul-22	Jul-23	Jul-24	65490	55937	55713	59758	66124	12 months to:




Solemn legal aid grants - SLAB

Solemn	Aug-20	Aug-21	Aug-22	Aug-23	Aug-24	11366	12801	12113	12380	11693	12 month period to:




Solemn petitions/indictments registered - SCTS

2019/20	Jul-21	Jul-22	Jul-23	Jul-24	10804	12083	12528	12753	11937	12 months to:




Children's A&A cases

Children's A	&	A	Aug-20	Aug-21	Aug-22	Aug-23	Aug-24	2338	2007	1797	1539	1601	12 month period to:




Children's ABWOR cases

Children's ABWOR	Aug-20	Aug-21	Aug-22	Aug-23	Aug-24	4722	5005	4996	5005	4697	12 month period to:




Children's Sheriff Court cases

Sheriff Court	Aug-20	Aug-21	Aug-22	Aug-23	Aug-24	2012	1848	1603	1466	1440	12 month period to:
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