Script for solicitor to follow when gathering equality data from clients as part
of the legal aid application process

As part of your application for legal aid, the Scottish Legal Aid Board gather
equality data. Equality data is information about vour age, sex, any disabilities
you may have, your national identity and ethnic group, and if you are or have been
care experienced.

Completing the equality data questions is important because the answers:

+ pgive the Scottish Legal Aid Board the data they need to make important
decisions about the legal aid system

+ help them design and deliver their services to people who apply for legal
aid.
Your equality data will not affect your application for legal aid or advice and
assistance. You can also answer ‘prefer not to say” to any of the questions apart

from age which is needed to check your identity if you speak to the Scottish Legal
Aid Board about your application.

The questions asked are the same as in the Scottish Census 2022, You can answer
the questicns in the same way.

What is vour date of birth?

+  Physical disability: a condition that substantially limits one of more basic
physical activities such as walking, climbing stairs, lifting or carrying.

¢ Mental health condition: a condition that affects your emotional, physical
and mental wellbeing

¢ Long term illness, disease or condition: a condition, not listed above, that
vou may have for life, which may be managed with treatment or mediation.

« (Other condition: If vou are unsure which cption(s) you should choose, we
can write it in here.

* Mo known conditions

¢  Or would you prefer not to say

What do vou feel is your national identity?

Optional explanation: Mational identity is a feeling of attachment to a nation. This
does not need to be the same as your ethnic group or legal nationality
{citizenship). For example, this could be about the country or countries where ywou
feel you belong or think of as home. You can tick as many of the listed
nationalities as you like.

Optional explanation: You must answer this question. This is the date you were
born. The Scottish Legal Aid Beard use this to calculate the age of people accessing
legal aid.

What is your sex?

You can answer male, female or would you prefer not to say.

Optional explanation: If you are transgender the answer you give can be different
from what is on your birth certificate. If you are non-binary or you are not sure
how to answer, you could use the sex registered on your official documents such as

your passport.

You can choose all that apply from these options:

+ Scottish

¢ English

+ Morthemn Irish
*  Welsh

# British

* Other - we can write this in
+  Or would you prefer not to say

What is your ethnic group?

Do you have any disabilities which have lasted or are expected to last at
least 12 months?

You can choose as many of the following as you want to:

+ Deafness or partial hearing loss

¢ Elindness or partial sight loss

¢  Full of partial loss of voice of difficulty speaking: a condition that requires
vou to use equipment to speak

¢ Learning disability: a condition that you have had since childhood that
affects the way you learn, understand information and communicate

¢ Learning difficulty: a specific condition that affects the way you learm and
process information

¢ Development discrder: a condition that you have had since childhood which
affects motor, cognitive, social and emotional skills and speech languags

Optional explanation: Your ethmic group could be your cultural or family
background. It is up to you how you answer this question. You may need to write
in your ethnic group in the space provided. Some boxes have a list of ethnic groups
(for example, 'Pakistani, Scottish Pakistani or British Pakistani'). The list simply
showes all the ethnic groups which are included in that category, so you can tick
the box if your ethnic group is any of those in the list,

White
* Scottish
+ (Other British
* |rish
* Polish
¢ Gypsy/Traveller
+ Homa

* Showman/Showwoman
+ (Other white ethnic group, we can write this in
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